
City of Phoenix

Stuart Sl'IOW

Frequency Manager
2441 South 22M Ave.
Phoenix, AZ 85009
October 10, 2007

Marlene H. Donch, Secretai)'
Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary
9300 East Ilamplon Drive
Capitol Heights, Maryland 20743

RE: City of Phoenix - PRWN Waiv\'T Request - In Re Impleml"Tlting ~ Nationwide
Broadband, Interoperable Public Safety Network in the 700 Mllz Band; Development
of OperutionaJ, Technical and Spectrum requirements for Meeting Federal, State and
Local Public Safely CommWIications Requirements Through the Ycar 2010
PS Docket No. 06-229, wr Docket No. 96-86, Seccnd Rcpon and Order, FCC 07
\32 (re!, August 10, 2(07) (Seccnd Report and Order).

Dear Sirs:

The City of Phoenix requests that the FCC grant it a waiver of the provisiof15 ofparagraph 339
of the referenced &:cooo Rl-port and order of ct:rtain narrowband operations. A 1I<lIivcr is
requested of the Commission's firsl sentence in PlIJ1Igraph 339: "As an addiliolUli measure (0
clearly define and comain (he COSI lilal would be entilled 10 reimbursement, we prahibil
aurhorizalion. whelher purSWlIll 10 individuol license or Stare License, oj any new
narrowbond o{X'ralions in chonnels 63 and 68, or in lire upper I megaherlz vjchonnelll 6.J
and 69, as oj30 daysjallowing Ihe odoplion dme ajlhis Second Reporl and Order, "

lhc City of Phoenix also requests that the FCC grant it a waiver of the provisions of
Paragmphs 339 and 341-342 of the referenced S<xol'ld Report and Order limiting relocation
cost reimbllJ5<.>IDent to equipment in operation as of August 30'" 2007, to allow the City of
Phoenix to include in the cost eligible for relocation funding all portable and mobile radios
which the City is deploying "ith 700 MHz state pool frequencies as pan of its PRWN
Expansion and City ofTempe Transition Project, namcly S09 portable and 33S mobile radios.

The City of Phoenix cum:mly uses five State pool licensed 700 MHz frequencies for tactical
simplex operations by public safety. The: City clllTC"mly has 6664 portable and 3943 mobile
radios programrnLxI to use these frequencies.
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lhe City of Phoenix is also licensed to use three low power mobile only 700 MHz f"..quencies
for testing and evaluating of 8 Digital Vehicle Repealers for in-building radio coverage of
Iactical fire opemtions. The City also antieipatcs approximately 2000 additional radios from
various local agencies being programmed with these frequencies within the next 60 days in
support of large regional events sched,i1ed in the Phoenix area for January and February of
2008 including the Fiestil Bowl, Super Bowl, FBR Open and events supporting these
activities. All of the above mentioned frequencies fall within the portion of 700 MHz
spectrum that is to oc-come broadband. Changing to the ncw frequencies within the
consolidated narrowband spectnun now will force City of Phoenix public safety personnel to
operate on two disparate frequency sets.

The City of Phoenix is also under contract with Motorola to construct an additional Project 25
Smart zone simulcast zone for its Phoenix Regional Wireless Network (pR\VN). This new 5
site, 14 channel 700 MHz zone is currently under construction with a scheduled cutover date
of July 2008, and is part of the PRWN Expansion and City of Tempe Transition Project. ·lhc
City of Phoenix. has authorized Tempe to program its state licensed tilCIical simplex
frequeneies into 50 Tempe SWAT handsels to this date. ·[be City of Tempe has agreed to
become a regional partner with Phoenix by joining PRWN and must be allowed to deploy its
~aining 794 police radios on the new zone with the same set of 700 MHz tactical simplex
frequeneies as its partner agcncy or inleropembility ",ill be compromised. If this waiver
request is not granted, it will cause certain groups of public safety users in the City of Phoenix
to be unable to communicate with each other, with their regional partners lind with other
outside agencies. It will also delay continut.-d testing of the Digital Vehicle Repeaters for lire
scene tilCIical operations. Both possibilities present serious safety issues for City of Phoenix
police officers, fire lighters and citizens.

Also, while the FCC's order pc;nnits public safcty agencies to place 700 MHz equipment into
opemtion on the consolidated narrowband blocks after the August 30"', 2007 deadline, funding
has not lx:en provided for the re<:onfiguration of equipment currently opending in the re
banded frequencies. If the City of Phoenix were to comply with the order, equipment installed
before August 30'" would not be compatible with equipment installed after !his dale.

The City of Phoenix has been unable to abide by the FCC's order to operate only on the new
narrowband frequency blocks as of August 30th. This would have required the City to cease
all radio installations and created a serious officer and citizen safcty siruation. ·[he City of
Phoenix requcs!s relief from the FCC's order under this waiver request and respectfully
requests that the FCC reconsider the effect of enforcing a fixed date on 700 MHz projects
already in deployment ~[hc City requests that it be allowed to continue deploying 700 MHz
equipment on the original narrowband frequency blocks to allow compatibility oc1w,:en all
equipment on the PRWN systcm until the 700 MHz plan has been defin~-d and fu[),k-d. This
will allow the City to migrate its equipment to the new narrowband channel blocks in an
organized and safe manner.
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The City of Phoenix agrees to certity all eontmctoo 700 MH;: equipment on the PRWN
system by the October 23m• 2007 deadline. The City aloo requests that it be allowed 10

perfonn its 700 MHz and 800 MHz re-banding together by the earlk-r of January 31, 2009, the
700 MHz relocation date established by the National Public Safety Broadband Licensee in
conjunction with the commercial partner, or the earlier of any 800 MHz ro-banding
requirements.

In support of this w<liver The City of Phoenix is including documentation of subscriber
quanlities and evidence of signed conlracts for subscriber purchases and the PRWN
Expansion and Tempe Transilion Project.

The City of PIKX..niX is cUlTCntly in the process of expanding its regional system and will
simultaneously be supporting several high profile public events in the ncar fumro. The securily
of our public safety operalions is ofthc highest importance, thus \w respectfully request that
this waiver request be acled upon in a prompl and favorable manner.

If you have further questions COTlCl.'J1ling this waiver please contact John Gardner (Wireless
Systems Manager) at 602·262-6963 or john.gardnerTa1phoenix.gov

Sincerely

CITV OF PHOENIX
PHOENIX REGIONAL WIRELESS NETWORK

BY"~~~~~r:rzt-j~£~di~_
Stuan E. Snow~
Frequency Manager

SES

cc: Derek Poarch. Policy Division, Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau
Dana Shaefer, Policy Division, Publie Safety and Homeland Security Bureau


